DIDO AND AENEAS
FEMALE CHOIR EDITION

- PREFACE

HE fact that Dido and Aeneas was written for ‘A boarding school
T for young gentlewomen’ suggests  that it will be acceptable for
women’s choirs and for schools, either for the purpose of dramatic
representation or for concert performance. The scoring is for strings and
harpsichord (or piano) only, so that it is accessible to societies of limited
scope. . The choruses are here arranged in three parts. Where the lowest
part gives alternative notes, only one is to be sung, the lower by adult
choirs, the upper when younger forces aré employed. The whole of the
third line has been arranged to avoid that immature forcing downwards of
mezzo-soprano voices which is, unfortunately, so common in junior choirs.
On the other hand, where adult women’s choirs are singing the work it is
desirable that advantage should be taken of their full range. No pianoforte
accompaniment is included here. The complete edition should be used for
this purpose, and reference numbers are given in all cases to pages in that
edition.. The complete edition is also necessary for soloists. The list of
~ dramatis personae is lengthy, but the work can be given with four soloists
only. Adopting the suggestion of Mr. Dent’s preface (see complete edition)
that the air © Oft she visits > could be sung by Dido, the following arrange-
ment may be followed: Dido, Second Woman, pages 53 and 54 omly, and
First Wiich may be taken by one soprano singer; Belinda, Second Wiich and
Spirit by another soprano; Second Woman, except pages 53 and 54, and
Sorceress by a mezzo-soprano or contralto. Aeneas and A Sailor may be taken
by one singer, a tenor, or the part of Aeneas may be given to a high baritone.
Where a women’s cast throughout is desired, Aeneas and A Sailor may be
sung by a soprano or mezzo. In the complete edition there is mention of
First Woman, but no lines are assigned to her. The work is also issued in
two parts for schools. : W.G.W.

SUMMARY OF PLOT

Acrt I, Sc. I—Dido, Queen of Carthage, confesses to her attendants .

her love for Aeneas, who, during his flight from Troy and in his pursuit of
the fulfilment of the divine decree that he must found a riew empire, has
visited Carthage. The royal pair meet and vow their mutual love.

Act I, Sc: II—The Sorceress and Witches meet in a cave to plot
mischief upon both Dido and Aeneas. .

Act II, Sc. I—A hunting expedition. A terrific thunderstorm.

separates the parties, Dido’s company hastening to the capital. A malicious
Spirit, sent by the Sorceress, appears in the guise of Mercury, warns
Aeneas that the gods are angry because he is not proceeding to Italy, and
demands his immediate departure.

Act IIT--The Trojan sailors prepare their ships, the Sorceress and
Witches rejoice and threaten a storm at sea to harry Aeneas and his
followers. They prophesy the death of Dido. Dido reproaches Aeneas, and
after his departure sings her death-song.




